Council Meeting Minutes April 18, 2023

BOROUGH OF ROSELAND
COUNTY OF ESSEX. STATE OF NEW JERSEY

APRIL 18, 2023

19 HARRISON AVENUE

6:30 PM EXECUTIVE SESSION
7:00 PM OPEN SESSION

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

The April 18, 2023 meeting of the Roseland Mayor and Council was called to order at
6:30 PM by Mayor Spango. Adequate notice of the meeting was provided in accordance with
the Open Public Meeting Act in that the date, time and location of the meeting were included
in the Annual Meeting Schedule, sent to the official newspapers, posted on the public bulletin
board in the Municipal Building and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk. This meeting
was also available via Zoom conference call.

IN ATTENDANCE: James R. Spango, Mayor
Christopher Bardi, Councilman
Eileen Fishman, Councilwoman
Roger Freda, Councilman
Jean Perrotti, Councilwoman
Michele Tolli, Councilwoman
Marcelino Trillo, Council President

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Maureen Chumacas, Borough Administrator
Jock H. Watkins, Borough Clerk
Joni McDonnell, Borough Attorney

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Councilwoman Perrotti made a motion to approve Resolution No. 140-2023 Approval
to Close to Executive Session to discuss the following:

1. Personnel
2. Contract Negotiation
3. Tax Appeal Litigation

The motion was seconded by Councilman Freda and approved by a 6-0 voice vote. Council
adjourned executive session at 6:57 PM. Mayor Spango read the Sunshine Statement again at
7:00 PM and called the meeting to order. Clerk Watkins called the roll noting that all Council
members were in attendance.
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SALUTE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Spango led the salute to the flag.

PUBLIC COMMENT

None

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Spango, Administrator Chumacas, and Police Director Matheis presented a
memento to Alla Nudel, who retired as Court Administrator in December 2022, following
twenty-four years of service.

Mayor Spango introduced the members and coaches of the Roseland Fever, 2022-23
winter youth girls (7-8) West Essex senior basketball undefeated league champions.
Councilman Trillo and Recreation Director Colitti presented the players with their trophies.

Mayor Spango introduced the members and coaches of the Roseland Knicks, 2022-23
winter youth boys (5-6) West Essex junior basketball league champions. Councilman Trillo
and Recreation Director Colitti presented the players with their trophies.

Councilman Freda introduced the members and coaches of the Roseland Dream, 2022-
23 winter youth girls (5-6) West Essex junior basketball league champions. Mayor Spango,
Councilman Trillo, and Recreation Director Colitti presented the players with their trophies.

Mayor Spango introduced the members and coaches of the Roseland Mavericks, 2022-
23 winter youth boys (3-4) West Essex sophomore basketball undefeated league champions.
Councilman Trillo and Recreation Director Colitti presented the players with their trophies.

Mayor Spango introduced the members and coaches of the Roseland Lynx, 2022-23
winter youth girls (3-4) West Essex sophomore basketball league champions. Councilman
Trillo and Recreation Director Colitti presented the players with their trophies.

Mayor Spango introduced the members and coaches of the West Essex Knights, 2022-
23 winter youth girls (6 gr) suburban travel basketball league champions. Councilman Trillo

and Recreation Director Colitti presented the players with their trophies.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

Councilwoman Fishman made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 11-2023: “Bond
Ordinance providing for the construction of a Foulerton Brook footbridge in and by the
Borough of Roseland, in the County of Essex, New Jersey, appropriating $175,000 therefor
and authorizing the issuance of $166,250 bonds or notes of the Borough to finance part of the
cost thereof.” The motion was seconded by Councilman Bardi and approved by a 6-0 voice
vote. The public hearing will be held on May 16, 2023.
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Councilman Trillo made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 12-2023: “An ordinance
of the Borough of Roseland to repeal Ordinance No. 05-2023 as amended which provided for
salaries and compensation to be paid to non-union employees of the Borough of Roseland and
substitute therefore salaries and compensation for the year 2023”. The motion was seconded
by Councilwoman Perrotti and approved by a 6-0 voice vote. The public hearing will be held
on May 16, 2023.

PUBLIC HEARING/ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES

Clerk Watkins read Ordinance No. 09-2023 by title only for the second time: “An
ordinance amending Chapter 14 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of
Roseland entitled “Parks and Recreation”, Section III entitled “Sanctioned Groups,
Organizations or Activities””. Councilman Bardi made a motion to open the public hearing
on Ordinance No. 09-2023. The motion was seconded by Councilman Trillo and approved by
a 6-0 voice vote.

PUBLIC COMMENT

None

There being no one wishing to be heard, Councilwoman Fishman made a motion to close the
public hearing. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Perrotti and approved by a 6-0
voice vote.

Clerk Watkins read Ordinance No. 09-2023 for the third and final time: “An ordinance
amending Chapter 14 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Roseland entitled
“Parks and Recreation”, Section Il entitled “Sanctioned Groups, Organizations or
Activities”. Councilman Trillo made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 09-2023. The motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Tolli and approved by a 6-0 roll call vote.

Clerk Watkins read Ordinance No. 10-2023 by title only for the second time: “Calendar
Year 2023 ordinance to exceed the municipal budget appropriation limits and establish a cap
bank (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)”. Councilman Trillo made a motion to open the public hearing
on Ordinance No. 10-2023. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Fishman and
approved by a 6-0 voice vote.

PUBLIC COMMENT

None

There being no one wishing to be heard, Councilwoman Fishman made amotion to close the
public hearing. The motion was seconded by Councilman Freda and approved by a 6-0 voice
vote.
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Clerk Watkins read Ordinance No. 10-2023 for the third and final time: “Calendar Year
2023 ordinance to exceed the municipal budget appropriation limits and establish a cap bank
(N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)”. Councilman Bardi made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 10-2023.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Trillo and approved by a 6-0 roll call vote.

PUBLIC HEARING/ADOPTION OF THE 2023 MUNICIPAL BUDGET

Councilman Bardi made a motion to approve Resolution No. 141-2023 Approval to
Read the 2023 Municipal Budget by Title Only. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman
Fishman and approved by a 6-0 roll call vote.

Councilman Bardi made a motion to open the public hearing on the 2023 municipal
budget. The motion was seconded by Councilman Trillo and approved by at 6-0 roll call vote.
There being nobody wishing to be heard, Councilman Bardi made a motion to close the public
hearing. The motion was seconded by Councilman Freda and approved by a 6-0 roll call vote.
Councilman Bardi made a motion to approve Resolution No. 142-2023 Adoption of the 2023
Municipal Budget. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Perrotti and approved by a
6-0 roll call vote.

Clerk Watkins read Section 2, the budget resolution, of the 2023 municipal budget,
summarizing the appropriations, revenue, open space trust fund levy, minimum library tax,
and the amount to be raised by taxation. Councilman Bardi made a motion to approve the 2023
budget resolution. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Tolli and approved by a 6-0
roll call vote.

Councilman Bardi made a motion that the Clerk be instructed to lay the budget out in
full in the official minutes of the meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman
Fishman and approved by a 6-0 roll call vote.

(INSERT 2023 MUNICIPAL BUDGET)
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Council Meeting Minutes April 18, 2023

APPROVAL OF BILLS

Councilwoman Tolli made a motion to approve Resolution No. 143-2023 approving
the April 14, 2023 bill list in the amount of $876,328.96. The motion as seconded by
Councilman Trillo and approved by a 6-0 voice vote

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS

Councilwoman Perrotti made a motion to approve Resolution No. 155-2023 appointing
Inglesino, Webster, Wyciskala and Taylor as Special Litigation Counsel from April 19, 2023
through December 31, 2023. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bardi and approved
by a 5-0 voice vote, with Councilwoman Fishman recusing herself from the vote.

Councilwoman Fishman made a motion to approve the remaining thirteen resolutions
on the agenda:

Resolution No. 144-2023 ratification of Salaries — March 2023

Resolution No. 145-2023 memorializing refunds and cancellations of water sewer
billing-balances

Resolution No. 146-2023 appointing Yomtov Breuer to the Roseland Volunteer Fire
Department

Resolution No. 147-2023 supporting the establishment of a Veteran’s Affairs (VA)
Center in Northwest, New Jersey

Resolution No. 148-2023 authorizing the return of unused escrow for police side jobs

Resolution No. 149-2023 authorizing funds for 2023 Planning Board Professional
Services

Resolution No. 150-2023 authorizing Change Order #1 to VNL Incorporated for the
altitude valve and vault installation at Ridge Road ground storage tank project, increasing the
amount not to exceed by $8,320.00 for an adjusted total amount of $357,820.00

Resolution No. 151-2023 approving the terms of a new collective negotiation
agreement between the Borough of Roseland and the West Essex PBA, New Jersey Local #81

Resolution No. 152-2023 accepting the quote from Encore Catering in the amount of
$10,420.00 for catering services at the 2023 community picnic

Resolution No. 153-2023 appointing Connell Foley as Borough Attorney from May 1,
2023 to December 31, 2023

Resolution No. 154-2023 authorizing the return of unused inspection account escrow
in the amount of $1,906.51 to 75 Livingston Venture LLC
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Council Meeting Minutes April 18, 2023

Resolution No. 156-2023 appointing Connell Foley as Special Redevelopment Counsel
from April 19, 2023 to December 31, 2023

Resolution No. 157-2023 authorizing the mayor to sign the NJ DEP Treatment Works
Approval (TWA) permit application for 117 Harrison Avenue, Block 21, Lots 22 and 22.01

The motion was seconded by Councilman Freda and approved by a 6-0 voice vote.

CONSENT AGENDA

Councilwoman Tolli made a motion to approve the three items on the Consent Agenda:

Approval for Heidi Levine to attend Conflict Recognition and Resolution Strategies for
Inspectors and Office Administrators on May 3™ and 4%, 2023 in Atlantic City, NJ at a cost of
$249.00

Approval for Officer Gibbons to attend LEAD training from September 18® through
September 2279 at a cost of $100.00

Approval for Sergeant Hiter, Sergeant Hesselbirg and Sergeant Bellantoni to attend
Front Line Supervisor Training on June 6, 2023 at a cost of $540.00

The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Perrotti and approved by a 6-0 voice vote.

CORRESPONDENCE

Mayor Spango read excerpts from a letter that the mayor received from a governing
body member from another town regarding Roseland’s 2023 municipal budget. In the letter,
the author noted that he and his town’s CFO were “jealous” about Roseland’s budget, and
commended the mayor on Roseland’s ability to maintain at 1.5% increase, in spite of the
increases in the costs of the state health benefits plan. Mayor Spango thanked CFO Chumacas
and congratulated Councilman Bardi and the rest of the governing body for their hard work on
the budget.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Spango announced that Roseland was acknowledged for the third year in a row
in the NJ Municipalities magazine, with an honorable mention for the second year in a row in
the Show Off your City competition. Mayor Spango thanked Ryan Schwertfeger, the
Borough’s Public Information Officer, for his efforts which were instrumental in these
acknowledgments. The annual Run 4 Answers benefitting Alzheimer’s research is scheduled
for April 29®. A grand opening with a ribbon cutting ceremony has been announced for Stella,
a new restaurant at 31 Eisenhower Parkway, at 4:00 PM on Monday, May 1%
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Council Meeting Minutes April 18, 2023

COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

Councilman Bardi congratulated all of the basketball champions that were honored
earlier in the meeting. Mr. Bardi congratulated Mayor Spango, Administrator Chumacas, and
Council on the adoption of the budget.

PUBLIC WORKS

No report

PUBLIC SAFETY

Councilwoman Perrotti reported that the Office of Emergency Management (OEM)
performed thirty-two hours of volunteer traffic control last month at Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament Church. The fire department has responded to thirteen alarms to date this month.
Mrs. Perrotti thanked Yomtov Breuer for volunteering with the fire department. Members of
the Roseland fire department also served as Honor Guard for fallen Livingston firefighter
Robert Munson. The police department recently held a memorial gathering for retired police
Lieutenant Howard Struck in front of the municipal building at 140 Eagle Rock Avenue. The
Struck family thanked the Mayor and Council for allowing the memorial to be held on Borough

property.

RECREATION

Councilman Trillo congratulated all of the basketball teams on their extremely
successful season. Baseball and softball seasons are underway. Opening day is scheduled for
Saturday, April 22°¢ with the kickoff ceremony beginning at 12:30 PM.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND SHARED SERVICES

Councilwoman Tolli announced that tickets are still available for the Noecker School
tricky tray on April 26™ at the Hanover Manor. Today is the last day to purchase tickets for
the Yankees vs. Tampa Bay Rays baseball game at Yankee stadium on Sunday, May 14®. The
Beautification Committee has ordered flowers and greens for the planters throughout the
Borough. The committee will also be available to provide help or ideas to the boy scouts for
their Borough Hall landscaping project. The Senior Citizen’s bus will be taking residents to
the Target store next Tuesday, April 25%. The senior citizen’s will be hosting a meeting about
safety at the Library on April 28%.

REDEVELOPMENT AND LEGAL

Councilwoman Fishman noted that clearing of lots scheduled for redevelopment along
Livingston Avenue is ongoing. Construction on the Harrison Avenue properties is expected
to begin in the near future. This Saturday is the DEA take back day for unused, outdated, or
discontinued medications. The unused medications can be safely deposited in drop boxes at
police department throughout Essex County.
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Mayor Spango thanked the recreation department, OEM, the police departmeﬂt, fire
department, and first aid squad for the assistance with the wonderful Easter celebration. Mayor
Spango also thanked the two hundred twenty-five people who registered for this year’s Easter
activities.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilwoman Fishman made a motion to approve the April 4, 2023 caucus meeting
minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bardi and approved by a 5-0 voice vote
with Councilman Freda recusing himself from the vote.

Councilwoman Perrotti made a motion to approve the April 4, 2023 executive session
minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilman Freda and approved by a 6-0 voice vote.

PUBLIC COMMENT

None

ADDITIONAL EXECUTIVE SESSION

Councilman Freda made a motion to return to executive session at 8:04 PM to
Resolution No. 140-2023 Approval to Close to Executive Session to continue discussion of the
following:

1. Tax Appeal Litigation
2. Contract Negotiation

The motion was seconded by Councilman Bardi and approved by a 6-0 voice vote.

ADJOURNMENT

Council came out of executive session at 8:50 PM. Councilman Bardi made a motion
to adjourn the meeting at 8:51 PM. The motion was seconded by Councilman Trillo and

approved by a 6-0 voice vote.

afor James R. Fan J u@’ H. Watkins; Borough Clerk

Approved: May 16, 2023

VOICE VOTE
Aye: Fishman, Freda, Perrotti, Tolli, Trillo
Nay: None

Recuse: None
Absent: Bardi
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